The Patent Process - A Simple Flowchart

You Conceive Your Invention

If possible collect information to prove the date of conception.

You Complete Your Invention

If possible collect information to prove the date of completion.

Request a ‘Search’ of the Prior Art

This is the best way to determine if you should file an application for a patent.

Your Agent or Attorney writes a summary of the search results called a ‘Patentability Opinion’

Indicates if he/she feels you may qualify for a patent and if you should file an application.
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